
Socials 8         Ms. Vangelista/2019 

Jigsaw Inquiry – The Fall of Civilizations 

For what reasons have societies collapsed? 

Essential Question:  What can the collapse of past societies teach us about the long-

term consequences of our decisions and actions today? 

Apply your understanding of the factors in the collapse of Easter Island and Ancient 

Rome by examining at least one other society or culture.  Determine what factors were 

more significant in its decline or collapse. 

Curricular Competencies 

Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions, gather, interpret, and 

analyze ideas; and communicate findings and decisions 

Determine which causes most influenced particular decisions, actions, or events, and 

assess their short and long-term consequences (cause and consequence) 

 

Tasks: 

1. Choose at least one society or culture that has collapsed or declined 

significantly in the period 600CE to 1750CE.  Select two quality sources of 

information about the collapse of that society to determine what factors played 

a role in its decline.  You will become the leading expert in our class on this 

society’s collapse. 

 Maya 

 Tang Dynasty  

 Inca 

 Aztecs 

 Aboriginal Tasmanians  

 Wendat(Huron) Peoples 

 Great Zimbabwe (Africa) 

 Mali Empire (West Africa) 

 Mughal Empire 

 Khmer Empire 

 

2. Choose an effect format in which to present and share your research with others 

in the class. An effective format will provide clear reasons why that society 

collapsed and will include detailed evidence to support a convincing argument.  

 

3. Provide some speculation about what we can learn about our own actions and 

decisions today from better understanding how societies in the past collapsed. 

 



Carefully consider the criteria for achieving success: 

 Have you selected 2 quality sources of information to research your topic?  Is 

your research well documented?  Have you used Citefast? 

 Can you identify some significant reasons for this society’s collapse? 

 Do you demonstrate expert knowledge about the reasons for this society’s 

collapse? Can you explain them well? 

 Is your presentation effective? Are your reasons communicated well and 

supported with detailed evidence? Is your argument convincing?  

 Can you make some informed connections between our actions and decisions 

today and the actions and decisions made by people in this collapsed society?  

DUE DATE FOR Jigsaw PRESENTATION ______________________________ 

Note:  2 Full Class Periods to work on it.  You may work with a partner or individually.  If you are working 

with a partner each you should have a defined role. 

Learning goals:  

❑ Ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and communicate findings and decisions. 

❑ Determine which causes most influenced the collapse of societies. 

Extending Proficient Developing Emerging 

• Selected two quality sources 
of information from expert 
or authoritative sources.  

• Evidence of research and 
thinking is very clear and 
well documented with notes 
or a completed organizer.  

• Selected two quality sources 
of information, but may not 
be from expert or 
authoritative sources.  

• Evidence of research and 
thinking is clear, but may be 
missing some minor details.  

• Selected two sources of 
information, but reliability 
or usefulness isn’t clear. 
Sources may lack enough 
detail.  

• Evidence of research is 
present, but not consistently 
documented.  

• Some evidence that the 
student struggled to select 
appropriate sources of 
information.  

• Research is not well 
documented; little evidence 
of student’s thinking is 
present.  

• Factors in the society’s 
collapse are identified 
clearly and their significance 
is well reasoned and 
analyzed.  

• Factors in the society’s 
collapse are identified and 
explained.  

• Factors in the society’s 
collapse are identified but 
significance is not clear. 
Reasons may simply be 
listed, with limited analysis.  

• Factors in the society’s 
collapse are not clear.  

• Demonstrates expert 
knowledge of the topic.  

• Terms and concepts are 
used accurately.  

• Demonstrates some expert 
knowledge but may contain 
some minor errors or slight 
inaccuracies.  

• Knowledge is evident but 
either lacks consistent detail 
or contains some major 
factual inaccuracies.  

• Knowledge is not sufficiently 
developed.  

• Findings are presented 
effectively. 

• Judgments are very 
convincing.  

• Findings are well presented 
and convincing, but may 
overlook something in 
planning that affects the 
quality of the judgments.   

• Findings are presented but 
show some lack of planning 
and preparation. Ideas are 
not consistently 
communicated well.  

• Findings are not 
communicated effectively. 
Little evidence of planning 
and preparation.  

• Presentation includes 
discussion of long-term 
consequences of the 
society’s collapse and makes 
some connections to the 
potential impact of our own 
actions and decisions today.  

• Presentation makes some 
connections to our own 
actions and decisions today.  

• Presentation makes some 
connections to our own 
actions and decisions today, 
but they are not clear; vague 
or not convincing.  

• Presentation makes few if 
any connections to our 
society.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


