
Inquiry Research Assignment Rubric 
 
Written Component 
 
Success Criteria Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Planning / Questioning 
- Questioning Graphic 
Organizer, Rough Copies, 
paragraph on question 

There is no plan for inquiry. 
You do not plan out your 
research / questions / or 
topics.  

You have a plan that is laid 
out.  Your plan is not 
detailed and does not 
provide a clear direction for 
your project.  Your 
questions do not connect 
with your main topic. 

Your plan is clear and 
leads in a positive 
direction.  Your questions 
connect with your main 
topic / research question.  

Your plan is clear and well 
laid out.  You offer details 
and follow the inquiry 
process well. Your 
questions are intricately 
linked and serve a purpose 
to inform you about your 
topic.  

Research Notes 
- at least 2 sources – 
Cornell Style notes, plus 
other notes. 

You do not provide 
research notes.  

Your research notes are 
general and broad.  You do 
not keep track of the main 
ideas of your source.  Your 
research copies your 
source word for word.  

Your notes are organized. 
Your notes have several 
specific details and several 
main ideas. You use the 
Cornell-style note-taking 
strategy and put your 
thoughts into your own 
words. 

Your research notes are 
detailed and highlight an 
understanding of the text. 
You highlight several main 
ideas in your source.  You 
take notes in an innovative 
and clear way. You extend 
your source by putting 
your thoughts into your 
own words and 
extending with your own 
ideas.  

Clarity / Coherence 
- Analysis and written 
paragraphs, Published 
Work  

Your work contains over 25 
spelling / grammar errors.  

Your work contains 
between 20 and 25 errors. 
This makes your writing 
difficult to follow.  

Your work contains 
between 10 and 20 minor 
errors that do not affect the 
meaning of your writing. 

Your work contains less 
than 10 errors.  Your work 
is clear and fluent making it 
easy to follow and 
understand.  

 
Reading Component 
 
 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Analysis and Summary of 
Research (Cornell Notes) 
 

You explore two sources 
but don’t offer a Summary 
/ analysis.  You do not 
include any details from 
either resource.  

You offer a superficial 
summary of 2 sources that 
lacks detail and does not 
analyze the content / make 
connections / responses.  

You summarize and 
analyze two sources well, 
going into some detail to 
comment on which is more 
effective. You make 
connections and respond 
well to the text. 

You offer a detailed 
analysis of your two 
sources.  You provide 
details and evidence from 
each source to make 
detailed and insightful 
connections / responses to 
each source.  

Quality and Understanding 
of Research 

Your notes and product 
include only opinion and 
no facts from your 
research.  

Your notes and product 
reflect a limited 
understanding of your 
topic.  You use 2 sources 
to answer your research 
question.  
Your product is more 
opinion-based than 
research-based.  

Your notes and product 
show knowledge of your 
topic.  You use 3-5 
sources to frame your 
thinking.  
You provide evidence from 
your research to answer 
your research question.  

Your notes and product 
reflects an in depth 
understanding of the topic. 
You use over 5 sources to 
provide evidence in 
answering your research 
question.  You display an 
understanding of all the 
main concepts regarding 
your topic.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Media 
 
 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Digital Resource Analysis 
(Done in Class) 

You do not provide a 
Website Evaluation 
Checklist and your sources 
are not chosen with 
sensitivity to Credibility, 
Timeliness, or Relevance.  

You provide a superficial 
understanding of digital 
websites.  You do not use 
details from the source as 
evidence for your analysis.  

You analyze a website and 
its appropriateness by 
showing an understanding 
of Credibility, Timeliness, 
Objectivity, and 
Relevance.  

You use evidence from the 
website and your own 
connections to analyze a 
website based on its 
Credibility, Timeliness, 
Objectivity,  and 
Relevance.  You are able 
to think critically about 
resources.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oral Component  
 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Clarity of message You speak in a muffled 

manner and tend to speak 
either too slow or too fast. 
You do not use body 
language to improve / 
clarify your message.  Your 
presentation is disjointed.  

You speak clearly but 
quietly.  You speak slightly 
rushed at times and do not 
use body language to 
clarify your message. 
There are parts of your 
presentation that are 
confusing.  

You speak in a clear voice. 
Your pacing is appropriate 
and you speak in a manner 
that is clear.  Your 
presentation is well 
planned and flows from 
beginning to end.  

You speak in a clear and 
dynamic fashion that 
captivates your audience. 
You vary your tone to 
maintain your audience’s 
attention.  Your 
presentation is well 
planned and flows.  

Use of Techniques You do not use techniques 
to heighten the 
engagement of your 
audience.  

You use some of the 
techniques that we 
learned.  You use eye 
contact, tone and body 
language but do not 
engage your audience at a 
high level.  

You use a balance of 
techniques including visual 
aids, stories, succinct 
slides and you are well 
rehearsed.  
You speak briefly and to 
the point.  

You use high quality 
visuals, stories and slides 
to engage your audience 
and increase the 
effectiveness of your 
message / research.  You 
use your words succinctly 
and efficiently.  You use 
the class environment 
creatively to aid your 
message.  

 


